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Am beholding to you for Publiſh- 
1 ing the Reaſons you alledg for 
| your refuſal to Read His Maje- 
ſties Declaration in your Church ; for 
by them I diſcern, that he who writ 
the firſt Letter to a Diſſenter, where- 


- * in he told us you were convinc'd of 


your Error, in being Severe towards 
us, and that we. had not now to do 
with thoſe Rigid Prelates, who made 
it a matter: of Conſcience to give us 
\the leaſt Indulgence, writ this of his 
'own Head, without any Authority 
from yon ; but that He,or They who 
writ a Treatiſe, which was -Publiſh- 


ht od—_ 


ed a little before the Kings Declarars- 
-01, Entituled, The VIrity of all preten- 
frons for Toleration, ( wherein the 
Queſtion is put and Anſwered, Sha# 
we give up the Canſe, and ſuv{cribe to 4 
Toleration * Nothing leſs , and that be- 
cauſe in our Circumſtances, it 1s not only 
contrary to | Religion and Civil Prudence, 
but alſo t0 Charity and Compaſſion ) were 
guided in: this matter by 'the ſame 
temper of Mind, with that which is 
diſcovered in. your reaſonings, which 
are as like one to the other as Face 1s 


"to Facet ina Glaſs; for therein-the 


Author, who is your. Advocate; and 
A S without 


withont donbt had both your Coun- 
tenance and Aſſiſtance, tells us, That 
the praftice of puniſhing Diſſenters is 
contrary neither to the Doftrine or Pra- 
Tice of Chrift,, and therefore He hopes, 
they that uſe it upon great occaſion may be 
diſcharged of the odious Imputation of 
Antichriſt; and that Experience hath 
taught ws, that Compulſion in matters of 
Religion ſerves many times to render Men 
more Teachable,and willing to be Inſtruft- 
ed; And befides all this, That's ſtea- 
dy and diſcreet Execution of the Laws 
againſt Diſſenters, might happily have 
been a much more merciful Condutt, even 
with reſpett tro them, then that Remiſſ- 
meſs or Connivance which tempted them to 
preſumptuons Sins. One touch he hath 
alſo at the Kings Preroeative, not 
like to your preſent reaſoning, which 
calls it into Queſtion, but by way of 
Allowance and Commendation ; for 
he ſays, We owe it only to the Wiſdom 
andForeſight of His late Majefty,that ſome 
of the moſt conſiderable Laws are now 
in being, I mean that of 35 ©. Eli- 
zabeth, which He ſaved by Hs Prero- 
gative, as well zs Aecn, when it was con- 
demned to be Aboliſhed, and if Hs Cle- 
mency bad ſaved many, who the Laws 
had juſily Condenmed, Why ſhould it nt 
ſave a Law that bad done Him ard His 
Anceſtors wo ſmall Service, and was then 
doom'd to an undeſerved Fate. 

I intend not to enter upon Exami- 
nation of this your Advocate 'Trea- 
tiſe, which is ſufficiently: refelled and 
rebuked by His Majeſties Royal Decla- 
ration of Indzlgence;, but to ſhew you, 
until you give-a better Evidence to 
the contrary,. then hitherto you haye 


done, how. the Diſlenters; are to in- 
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terpret Vour Charity, your Com = 


palston, Four WPercp, pour Cle- 
niencp, and Four due tenderneſs 


towards them, when pou have an 


Oppoztunitp of lzewing pour Jn- 


Clinations without danger ; But 


I paſs from this to what 1 intend; and 
that is to make a bricf enquiry into 
the weight of your Reaſons, which I 
ſuppoſe, you therefore make Publi 
that they might be well conſider'd & 
ſcann'd,in order thereto I have with- 
out partiallity,or injury to their pro- 
per ſence, not Literally Tranſcribed 
but Extracted tiie ſubſtance of them. 
That which hath principally in- 
duced me to this, is, becauſe I think 
you-either do not your ſelf underſtand 
the ſubNanceof the Kings Declarati- 
07,0r elſe by your not Reading it, and 


Miſ-repreſenting it, you ſeem unwil-. 


ling that it ſhould be underſtood by 
any others: For thus.you begin. 


J. To take away the Teſt and Pe- 
nal Laws zt this time is but ee Step from 
the introducing of Popery, and therefore 
to read ſuch a Declaration in ourChurches, 
though it do not immediately bring Pope- 
ry in, pet it {ets open our Church 
2002S fo: it, and tizen it will taks 
its ovin time to enter. 

Here is a far fetch'd Inference ; 
How would you be underſtood ? 
S1ppoſe it granted for Argument 
ſake, that to take away the Teſt and 
Penal Laws 1s but one ſtep from the 
introducing of Popery ; Is your Read- 
ing the Declaratioz a nearer ſtep to 
the introducing of Popery then ſach 
a Repeal? If you fhould Read. it, 
will that open your Church Doors ſo 

wide 
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wide that Popery may enter without 
any more to do, though the Penal 
Laws and Tef ſhould not be taken a- 
way ? 1take the true and genuine 
ſenſe of the Kings Declaration to be 
a ſetting open pour Church 2002S 
that Papiſts and Diſſenters, who 
Have no mind to be there, map 
not be Compelled bp Temipoz:al 
Penalties to come in, and abide 
there, whether then will o2 no; 
For you have hitherto opened your 
Church Doors, that you may drive 
them in, and in force of Penal Laws 
to keep them there in Spiritual Bon- 
dage againſt their Wills; and if they 
have at any time, for above theſe 
Hundred Years, adventuted to ſtart 
out of your Churches to free them- 
ſelves from this ſort of Bondage, you 
by your Excommunication proſecuted 
them into Corporal Bondage without 
Redemption: Its acccunted an 11! 
Omen to ſtumble atthe T hrethold, 
but this you have done bp calling 
that an opening pour 2002s to 
let Pepery in, which is intended 
onip to let Papiſts and Diſlenters 
out, and to leave pou with all that 
are of the Religion Elſlabl[1ii;eo 
by Law in the full and peaccavle 
Poſſeſſion of pour Churches, and 
to enjop then with Securitp to 
Perpetuity, 


II. You fay,Should we comply with this 
Order all good Proteſt auts would Deſpiſe 
and Hate us, and then we may be eaſily 
Cruſh'd, &may ſeon fall without any Pity. 

In reaſoning thus, you are either 
very Cenſorious and Uncharitable to- 


ward all Diſlenters, or elſe you great- 


ly miſtake their Temper; For your - 
reaſoning herein can conclude no leſs, . 
then, either that there is not one 
good Proteſtant among all the Diſlen- 
ters, or elſe, if there be any ſuch, thar 
they would Diſpiſe and Hate you for 
doing of that which is their Intereſt 
to do themſelves, and to have done 
by all Men, and by you in particular, 
that the Juſtice, Reaſon and Cle- 
mencn which the King has mant- 
felfed in His G:actous Teclaratt-: 
on man be. known and acknow- 
ledged bp all; If any other good 
Proteſtants ſhould Deſpiſe and Hate 
you for it, for which they have no 
cauſe, yet you do not ſuppoſe, that 
they are the Men that would Cruſh 
yon; and for the Diſſenters, though 
you Miſ-repreſent them in the Cloſe 
of your Letter, yet herein I would 
do them this right, to rid you of your 
groundleſs Fears; You may be aſlured 
that for your Reading & Putiſaing the 
intent of the Kings Declaration which 
Tends both to your and their Securi- 
ty in Equity and Law, they will not 
Cruſh you, for thereby they will ex- 
poſe themſelves to be Cruſh'd toge- 
ther with you; ſo ttat I ſce no cauſe 
for your Fears, either of Difhonour or 
Downtal, unleſs yun reſolve to throw 
your ſelves down, and puil. down the 
Diſlenters alſo to verifie your ſabſe- 
quent Prognoſtications. 


ITT. Yon ſay, We fall a little 
ſooner for not Reading the Declaration, 
If our Gracious Prince reſent this as an 
Att of an Obſiinate, Peeviſh or Fattious 
Diſobedience ( as our Enemies will be ſure 
to repreſent it te Him) we ſhall as certain- 
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ly fall, and wot long after if me do read it, 
and then we ſhall fall Unpitied andDeſpiſed, 
and it may be with rhe Curſes of the Nation, 
whcm we have ruined by our Compliance, 
and this is the way never to riſe more. 

I do not Reckon my ſelf to be a- 
mong the Number of your Enemies, 
and therefore, though you are ſome- 
what Peeviſh, I would not that you 
fhould be repreſented to the King as 
Obſtinate : For my Hopes are, that 
upon better Conſideration you will 
ſhew your ſelves Obedient to his 
Commands ; But if it ſhould prove 
otherwiſe, as your Encmies will not, 
ſo your Friends cannot Excuſe you, 
as being altogether Free from Fatti- 
on, But how comes it to pals that 
you being a Minifter of the Goſpel 
ſhould fix your Eye fo ſteadity upon 
the Diſhonour being Unpitied and 
Deſpiſed , as inſeparable Concomi- 
tants of a Certain Fall not long af- 
ter yon have read the Kings Decla- 
ration, if you Comply to Read it ? 
A ſettled Apprehention that you ſhall 
certainly Fall, whether you Read 
or not Read, is ſufficient to Diſturb 
your Fancy, ſo as to Interrupt the 
making of a £olid Judgment 1n re- 
ference to your Duty, and Diſcharge 
of a good Conſcience towards God : 
There is as little need, as there 1s 
Juſt Occaſion for you to Surmize, 
25 you do, that your Complyance 
will Ruin the Nation, and procerc 
their Curſes ; for I cannot ſee any ſuch 
moral certainty attending your read- 
ing as Ruining the Nation : Thoſe 
other Incredients might have been 
p: etermitted, if you have no Diſpo- 
ktion, by diſcovering -your ſeeming 


Fears,to ſtir up a real fear in theminds 
of others. I think it more nearly con- 
cerns you, ſetting aſide all thoughts of 
Honour and Diſhonour, good Report 
or bad Report, toſee to it that you 
have the Law of God on your ſide, to 
excuſe your Diſobedieneec to the King; 
for otherwiſe the ill Conſequences of 
contending with - Soveraign Power, 
and inticing others to do the like 
after your example will lye heavy 
upon you. For tho you Mention 
onely your own Fall, yet you intimate 
plainly enough,that you are not to Fall 
alone,and never to Riſe more, but that 
this will be the Fate of all the Proteſt- 
ant Chruches alſo, and therefore you 
proceed after that Manner. 


TV. Mayl Suffer all that can be Suf- 


ferd in this World, rather thamro contri- 
bute to the final Ruin of the bet Church 58 
the World. 

So that-it ſeemes if you Fall, the 
beft Church in the World muſt Fall 
alſo, and that not partially, or for a 
ſeaſon, bnt Totally and Finally. Do 
you not Attribute too much to your 
ſelf in this ? Are you the only Pillar 
upon which the beſt Church in the 
World is Built ? Andare Penal Laws 
the onely ſtrength by which you Sup- 
port the Church ? If thoſe yon will 
have in this point to be accounted, 
your Adverſaries, ſhould prevail (as 
once yon know they did do, for 
Twenty Years together) to Diveft 
you of your Coercive Power, your 
Experience may Dictate to you ; that 
a Proteftant Church here, as well as elſe 
where has ſublifted, and may Subliſt 
through Divine Alliſtance, when that 
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coercive-Power istaken out of your 
Hands : However I acknowledg no 
Man can. juftifie himſelf for contri- 
buting to the Ruin of any true Church; 
but in this you are not ſingular, as 
you would make your ſelves to, be ; 
the Diſemer may claim Equally with 
your {elves a ſhare in ſuch a reſolu- 
tion as this, and ſay as you do ; may 
I Suffer ſtill, as 1 have Suffered all 
that you have Inflicted upon me, or 
what elſe the Providence of God Al- 
lots for my Portion; rather then that 
I ſhonld contribute to. the Ruin of the 
beſt; or any Church of Chrilt ia the 
World, 


V. You ſay, I ſuppoſe mo Miniſter 
of the Church of Eggland, can give 
bis conſent to the Declaration, and read- 
ing the Declaration in our Churches, 
will be with great Reaſon interpreted 4 
Conſent. | 

Yon might have taken caution ſrom 
your own Poſtſcript to your Reaſons, 
concerning Hexry Care, not to have 
made your Suppoſrtion, ſo Univerſal- 
ly Comprehenlive of every Minilter 
of the Church of England; in regard 
you ſay, Reading is Teaching, and 
ſignifies Conſent to the matter Read 3 
and you Inſtance in Four or Five 
which did Read, and I think I may 
more probably ſuppoſe, that it any 
preciſe Diſquiſition ſhould happen to 
be made, many of your Miniſters 
who did not Read, may chuſe to ex- 
cuſe ttemſclves, rather by their not 
receiving DireQions from their Or- 
dnary to Read, then to alledge as 
you do, that ihey did refufe to do ir, 
becauſe they could not conſent to the 
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matter of the - Decher ation. 


VI. You fay, By our Law, af 
Atniſtcrial Officers ave Accountable 
for therwr Actions, woich ſhews, that our 
Law ases not lovk upon the - Miniſters of 
the Church tobe meer Machines and 
Tools, to be managed wholly by the will 
of Snperiours, Without Exerciſing any Act 
of Judgment or Reaſon themſelves. 
Apply this to your uſual Practice of 


- publiſhing all ſuch Declarations in your 


Churches, as have been commended 
to you by your Oranary, or his Ofi- 
cial: Tell me in what caſe 'you 
have charged your Conſcience, iy 
much as to make a private Judgment, 
which you ought always to have done 
whether all the ſentences of Excom- 
munication,and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
and Orders which you have publiſh- 
cd; Cenfures of Church-Wardens, 
for refuſing the Oath preſcribed by 
your Cannons: <Cenſures for not 
paying your Apparitors and Officers 
the Fees they Demanded. Excom- 
munications purpoſely contrived and 
improved to prevent many of their 
Votes at Elections : Interdictins any 
Divine Service, to be performed in a 
Church for Burying of per ſons Excom- 
municated for Non-conformity in 
Conſecrated ground, till the Chnrch- 
Wardens cauſed the Dead Corps to be 
Dug upagain, and removed : Fubliſ1- 
ing whole Sheets full of Orders of Sei- 
ons, wherein ſach Diſſenters as con- 
formed 1ſo far as to come to Church 
have been reproached, as doing jt to 
ſave their Money; and therefore oe 


ving 2 charge to mark all fith as did 

not hueel at their Prayers, and ſtand 
”P 
b- 


up at the Gloria Patri : Orders that 
none ſhould be relieved that fell un- 
der Poverty, if they came not to 
Church and Conformed to your Ce- 
remonies, if th:zy were able of Body 
ſo to do; and many others of like 
niture: Have all theſe in your pri- 
vate Judgment been warranted by the 
. Law of God? Do you Eſteem ita 
light thing to Caft, or Publiſh any 
Mans being caſt out of all Chriſtian 
Society, and delivered over to Sathan 
for ſnch matters as are no crimes a- 
gainft any Divine Law? I take it 
(for ought that ever I ſaw manifeſted 
to the contrary) that a SnhHjection to 
the command of your Superiours, 
as being onely in ſach things Mint- 


ſterial Offices, has been at leaſt your 


tacite Plea, for not ſtirring up or tron - 
bling your Conſciences, to make a 
Diſcretive Judgment ; whether the 
AX of your Superiour which you are 
commanded to Publiſh, were Lawfu], 
or Unlawfnl, by the Law either of 
God, or of the Land; and to tell 
you the truth, I do not think you 
are in the Eye of the Law ſuch Cri- 
minals as on this particular occaſion 
you would render your ſelves to be, 
in caſe you ſhould Read the Kings 
Declaration in Obedience to his Com- 
mand, thongh you did not approve 
the matter of it in your private Judg- 
ment ; it not being your Province, 
politively to determine concerning It 
in poiat of Law: You might with 
better pretence of Conſcience, (if 
preſſed to it in yonr own mind, as 
2n A& neceſſary to avoid a Sin a- 
gainſt God) after the Reading of the 
Decleratios, have taken your ExCcep- 
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tions to it in yonr particular Station, 
then to have followed the 'courſe you 
have taken, as it were by common 


conſent, one in the name of all the . 


Reſt, thus openly to Declaim againft 
it, for that had been an Exerciſing of 
ſnch an A& of Judgment, and Rea- 
ſoq, if the cauſe Required it, as a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel might have 
done in reference to God, whatever 
had been the conſequence of - it in 
reſpe&t to Men: And the Proſpe& 
you had of this (as you afterwards 
manifeſt) does not excuſe but rather 
condemn you for ſeeing better things, 
and following the worſe. 


V I I. You ſay, Our Law ſuppoſes, 
that what we do in Obedience to Superiours, 
we make our own AS by doing it : This us 
the encly Reaſon I know, why we muſt not 
ob:y a Prince againſt the Laws of the 
Land, or the Laws of Gcd; becauſe 
what we do, let the Autbority be what it 
will that Commanat it, becomes our own 
AF, and we are Reſponſible for it. 

If you State this as a general Caſe 
of every Subje&t, 1 ſuppoſe you mil- 
take the Law, for I cannot conceive 
how a Clerk in Parliament, Privy 
Council, Court of Fuftice, or Convocation 
who Writes, and afterwards Reads 
openly what his Superiours have Dic- 
tated, and Commanded him to Read 
ſhould be ſuppoſed in the Eye of the 
Law, to be his own Aq&: If you 
mean by your Laws, you being 
Miniſters are Reſponſible for what 
you do in any other Manner, then 
the reſt of the Kings Suviets , or 
liniſterial Officers are, you ſhould 
have done well to have ſhewed it, 

' for 


XUM 


XUM 


for till that be done I know not 
how to Diſtinguiſh of your Caſe as 


Different from other Miniſterial 


Clerks. 

The onely Reaſon you alledge, 
why you muſt not obey a Prince 
againſt the Law of the Land or the 
Laws of God, is both Complicated, 
and Equivocal ; For if you willing- 
ly walk after any Command, which 
is contrary to the Law of God, let 
the -Authority be as you ſay what it 
will, that Commands it, whether 
of a Prince ſingly, or a Prince in 
conjunction with a Parliament; I 
grant, that it becomes your own Act, 
for which you are reſponlible to God ; 
But it is not ſo in many C:ſzs, where 
a Prince may Command to Do, or 
forbear, what a particular ft2tute for- 
bids or appoints , Becauſe He may 
therein Exercife His Prerogative 
according to the Common Law. 

Beſides, if you being 2 Miniſter 
fhould obey the Kings, and your 
Lawful Superiours Order, and Read 
his Declaration, by which ſome 
Penal Laws are ſuſpended, and this 
AQ of Prerogative ſhould afterwards 
come to be Queſtioned in Parliament 
to whom are you Reſponſible ? Sure- 
ly not to the King, nor to your 
Ordnary, whcm you have Obeyed ; 
you cannot mean tha', not to any 
ordinzry Court of Jn!iice, for no 
Information or Indic:ment wall 
lye againſt you there at the Kings 
Suit; you mult be then Arraign'd 
for it in Parliament, or no where, 
And if you come to be Reſponſible 
for it there, I think your Rubrick 
eftabliſhked by Law,and our Ignorance. 


Ny Eos S141 2.54 


(71) 


of any other Law will be a Sufficient 
Plea to excuſe you, For it wiil be a 
Preſident of the Firſt Impreſlion ; 
I know not of any Pariſh Miniſter 
has ever heretofore been Queſtion'd 
and Condemn'd in Parliament for 
obeying an Order in this Kind of 
His Prince or Lawful Superionr. 


V ITI. Ainifters are bound to take care 
that what they Publiſh in their Churches, be 
neitrer contrary to the Laws of the Land, 
nor the good of theChurch, Miniſters of Re- 
ligion are 0t look'd upon. as common Cry- 
ers, but what they Read,they are ſuppoſed to 
recommcad too, though they do no more 
then read it, For is not Reading Teaching ? 
It may be it were no fault to conſent to the 
Declaration, but if 1 conſent to teach my 
People what I do not corſeut tomy ſelf, 
am ſure that is a great one. 

l take it for granted that you have 
ſufficiently demonſtrated to all Men, 
that Reading and not Preaching off 
Book, is Teaching, for that has been: 
your ordinary Practice for manyYears, - 
and it 1s true, by Reading yon Teach 
your People to underſtand what you 
Read, but when that is done, your: 
People are at liberty to judge, and you 
alſo in this Preſent Caſe being ordered 
to read what the King hath declare, 
are at liberty to Pen a Sermon that 
may be a Paraphraſe upon what you 
read before, and read that in yonr Pl- 
pit afterwards, fo as therein you do 
not tranſgreſs the Law of God, or of 
the Land, and by that your People: 
may underſtand whether you ccnfnt 
to, or diſſent from what ' you have 
read, and if your ate commznded by 
Law to read what you do not conſent 

Lo 
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to in your own Conſaince, and for 
the diſcharge of a good Conſcience to- 
wards God, Jet your People know 1ſo 
tnch; I think you therein diſcharge 
both the Office of a Miniſter to. Man, 
and Duty of a Teacher to God ; and 
in ſnch a Caſe, tho yon ſhould after- 
wards be judged by Mans Law, yet 
you may with a quiet Mind, therein 
commend your Cauſe to God, who 
judgeth righteouſly. 

ke it ſo, I hat Miniftersare not look'd 
vupcn ascommon Cryers, yet give me 
leave to ſay, you being Miniſters are 
leok'd upon as publick Preachers, or 
Heralds to publiſh the Orders of your 
Superiors, and are no more accounta- 
ble.to any Man for the matter which 
you ſo publiſh, then a Herald who 
Publiſhes the Kinos Proclamation to his 
Sibjectsz conider the Conſequenee, 
if the Judgment of what 1s agreeable 
or contrary to the Laws of the Land, 


 Arhe Good or Hurt of the Church, be 


lefr to the private Determination of 
every Pariſh Miniiter, What will be- 
come of the Auttority of their Supert- 
ours? Of waat vſc is the Rubrick to 
Which they have Subſcribed, which di- 
reas them to read winat the king or 
their Ordnary enjoyns? For in tius 
Caſe, *tis ail one, as I ſaid before, whe- 
ther yen are enjoyned to Read by an 
AZ of State or an Actof Parliament ; 
for | think you will grant me this, 
Chet the ature of an Eternal fUlr- 
rit;3 15 36 $1925 alteravle Bn an {cc 
of PDartlimmient tien bn an gct of 
Wrerorative; cothat in Fino, I ſee 
no vay for: one {11 your Station t9 
zcequit hiniclt cf Evil again the Law 
einer of Getor an, but b7 the 
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thod before preſcribed', | eſpetially in 
ſach a caſe as is before us ; wherein you 
ſay, It may be no fault to conſent to the 
Declaration, for if the Matter be ſo 
doubtful in it felf,, as that it cannot be 
any otherwiſe determined to be either 
Good or Evil, then by every - Mans 
private Judgment, by ſuch a Rule as 
What is not of Faith 1s-Sin ; you 
have exceeded your Bounds in preſcri- 
bing a general Rule concerning it, as a 
like Obligatory upon all Miniſters. 


I X. You ſay, 1 take the Declara- 
tion :0 be a contradiction of the Dottrine 
of our Church by Law Eſtabliſhed, 

. Orr Reading it in our Churches, muſt 

ſerve inſtead of Addreſſes of thanks, which 
our Clergy generally Refuſed, tho jt was 
onely to thank the King for his Gracious 
Promiſes renewed to the Church of Eng- 
land i hi Declaration, which was 
much more Innocent then to Publiſh the 
Declaration t ſelf in our Churches, 

I think my ſelf bound in Conſcience 
not to Read it, becauſe I am Bound in 
Conſcience nut to approve it. | 

Its againſt the Conſtitution of the 
Church of Enzland . which is Eſtabliſhed 
by Law, and to which I have Subſcribed, 
and am therefore bound in Conſcience 
t9 Teach nothing contrary to it while this 
obligation laits. : 

Your Terms are ſo general, - and 
the ſenſe of your Arguments are ſo 
Ambiguous, that tho I labour to Pick 
out your true meaniny, I am afraid 
of miſtaking it, if 1 do ſo, pray 
Rectifhe me Candidly, and Friendly, 
becanſe the manner of your Expreſ- 
fiing your {:1f, and not any wilful Er- 
ror 111 mc, 1s the cauſe of it. 

You 


"— 
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You take the Declaration to be a 


- ContradiCtion of the DoEtrine of your 


Church by Law Eſtabliſhed; In what 


: Sence ſhall I rake your ſay ſo? Is the 


whole, and every part of the Decla- 
ration contrary to all, and every part 
of your DoQrine by Law Eftabliſhed ? 
This cannot be your Meaning, becauſe 
you take Notice of the Kings Gracious 
Promiſes Renewed to the Church of 
England : 1 can findnone ofthe Thirty- 
Nize Articles Contradifted, nor any 
of your Religious Conſtitutions Inva- 
ded by any thing im the Kings Decla- 
ration ; But Your Doctrines, your 
Scrvice, your Ceremonies remain all 
th: ſame, as they were Settled, and 


- Exhibited to the late King Charles the 


Second, by the. Preſidents, Bithops, and 
Clergy of Both Provinces, with the 
ſame Civil Sanction forthe uſe of them, 
that Ever they had : And beſides that, 
they are neither Contradicted nor In- 
vaded, The Koyal p2omiſe pou men- 
tion, is to P2orect, and Waintain his 
Arch-Silſhops, Biſhops, and Clergy, 
and all orher Gis Subjects of England, 
in the Free Crerciſe of their Re:igion, 
as by Law Eſtabliſhed; and therefore 
if you would Free your Self from all 
Suſpition of Prevarication in thisPoint, 
Its. incumbent on You firſt to ſhew, 
wherein the Iftings Declaration Con- 
rrad ifs it {eit, and then, wherein, in 
particular, 1t Contrad:tts your Dac- 
trine, an }nvades your Conſticntion ; 
For till . then, your telling openly, 
That You tare the Declaration in Ge- 
neral to b2 a Contraditon, and a- 
gainſt te Conſtitution of the Church 
of Eng/and in General, may be taken, 
as Intended by You to Amuſe, and not 
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Reader : 
But what is it you when you 


fay, Your Ranging muſt ſerve inſtead 
of Addreſſes of which your 
Clergy generallyRefuſed? Did His Ma- 
jeſty Require, You ſhould Thank Him 
for his Declaration, as He does, that 
you ſhould Read ir; & did you Refuſe 
to Obey Him in that, tho” as you ſay, 
It was more Innocent than the Other, 
as you do in this? Is this Intended as 
a Memorial of unmannerly Diſobedi- 
ence at. Firſt, and undutitul Carriage 
at Laſt? or what is that you ſignify, 
by your Refuſing toThank Him,which 
muſt now be Recompenced by Rea- 
ding ? Do you think His Command to 
Publiſh His Declaration, is of no more 
Weight, in point of State, than your 
paſling of a complement with His Ma- 
jeſty, in Giving Him Thanks, or that 
the Thing He deſigned in His Com- 
mand, was principally to Solve the 
Want of your thankful Addreſſes ? 
Let me tell you, this is not only a 
ſtreign of Levity in Interpreting the 
Reaſon of the Royal Precept for your 
Reading His Declaration in your 
Churches, unbecoming your Gravity, 
but a Surmize of a more Dangerous 
conſequence: The mag Comman: 
ded, rhat pou ſhould Publiſh His Te: 
claration in your Churches, that All 
His Loving Subjects might Know 
the Contents of ft; And you [nſinuate 
to them, That it is to Serve inſtead 
of a thankful Addreſſing, which before 
you Refuſcd. 

But you paſs from this to Matter of 
Coxſcierce, and herein you ſhew your 
Self more Subtle in your Diſtintion, 
of Conſcicrice, then the Learned Biſhop 

 o 
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Sanderſon in all'his Prele@ivns- on this 
Snbject ; For you ſcent to havea'Poli: 
tick Conſcience, 'not to-do any thing, 
which by conſequence may Hurt (your 
Intereſt, or as you Term it) the Church, 
and herein your Conſcience is Guided 
by a frequent Review, and Muſt 'ring 
vp the Numbers on both ſiges ; How 
many may be for, and how many may 
be qu your Reading; and finding 
"by the Computation you make, thar 
"the greateſt Number of your ſuppo- 
ſed Friends will be Diſobliged by your 
Reading, and that more may be a- 
gainſt it than for it: This Governs 
you, to make as much Conſcience of 

eading the Declaration, as of Do- 
ing the moſt Immoral Aftion in Na- 


'Your Second Diſtinftion is of a 
Tempozary Conſcience, which is to 
Laſt as long as the Obligation of 
your Subſcription, to that, you call 
the Conſtitution of the Church of Eng- 
land, laſts: By what means you will 
reckon your ſelves Diſcharged of this 
Temporary Obligation of Conſcience, 
E cannot divine, unleſs you Reckon, 
that perhaps you way be Abſolved 
from it by an At of Convocation, or 
Starute-Lam: But then here lies the 
Difficulty with me. Becauſe 

Your {bird DiſtinQtion of the Obli- 
gation of Conſcience ſeems to be of 
uch a permanent Nature, as no Law 
of Convocation or Parliament, any 


© more than! the Kings Prerogative can 


Abſolve you from: For this I take 
to be the Genuine Senſe of this ſort 
of Conſcience you mention in contra- 


* diſtinftion from the other; That you 
are Bound in Conſciezce not to Read 


< ws ) 


the Kings Declaration, becauſe youare 
bound in Cor/cience not to Approve 
it; And Jf you make the Jnvariable 
Law, 62 Revealed UWiilt of God, the 
Rule of your Conſciencious App2o- 
ving, 92 not Appzoving the Watter- 
of the Kings Declaration ; Yoy can- 
not in my Apprenenſion any more 
Approve of it, or Conſent to the 
Reading of it, if it ſhould be-Eſtabli-. 
ſhed by A Convocation, o2 Statute: 
Law (the Law of God.,. and the Mat- 
ter remaining the ſame, as now they 
are):than you can Do it at the Com- 
mand of the Kings Royal Will 


Tenthly, Poſſibly the People under- 
ftand, that the Matter of the Declara- 
tion is againſt Our Principles; But . is 
this any Excuſe that we Read, and by 
reading Recommend that to them, which 
is againſt our Conſcience and Tudg- 
ments © 

Reading the Declaration would benno 
Fault at all, but our Duty, when 'the 
King Commands it, did we approve of 
the Matter of it, Bnt to Conſent to 
Teach our People ſuch Doftrines as we 
think. contrary to the Laws of God, or 
the Laws of the Land, does net leſſen, 
but Aggravate the Fault. 

Conſenting to Teach your People 
ſuch Doctrine, as you think contrary 
to the Laws of God, is a Fault; may 
be a great Fault : Tho' the Doftrine 
you Teach, may, in it ſelf, be true 
DoCtrine, becauſe Conſcience, though 
Erroneous, obliges not to At againſt 
it: But what it is that does not 
lefſen, but aggravate the Fault you 
mention, I cannot diſcern, For you 
Grant, That reading the Declaration, 

when 
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n:the King, commands it, if, you 
Po: the Matter of it, would 
be. no. Fault; at all: You ſay, It is 
ger, the People underſtand that 
the Matter of the Declaration is a- 
gainſt your Principles ; 1 Anſwer, Tis 

xlible they underſtand neither the 
Declaration nor your Principles, for 
by. the Reports I hear frequeatly cut 
of -the Countrys,, there may be Thou- 
ſands that never Read themſelves, 
nor heard the Kings Declaration read 
to:them, . but take the Matter of it 
to- be, .as..you repreſent it, which to 
be ſure-is Bad enough ; and thus they 
are kept in ignorance, and. Afﬀrigh- 
ted with the conceit of it. Moſt 
certainly, if-the Kings Heart were 
not well, Aſſured of the Juſtice and 
Clemency towards all His Subjefts in 
what He has Declared, It would be 
the moſt Impolitick Action imagina- 
ble for.. Him to command, that it 
ſhould be Publiſhed, and Communi- 
cated to all of them, in the moſt {o- 
lemn manner, when they are Diſ- 
charged from all Secular Diverſions, 
and have their Minds moſt Free, and 
Intent upon the Matter that is read 
to. them: His Majeſty Declares the 
Reaſon why He would have it thus 
Publiſhed, Viz. That they may Un- 
derfkand and Reap the Benefit of that 
General Good, which He deſigns fo 
the whole Kingdom ; Thar His chief 
Aim has been, not to be the Dppzeſ- 
ſoz, but the Father of His People, 
That they may lay aſide all Animso- 
fities, and g2oundleſs Fealouſies, and 


Chooſe ſuch Members of Parliament, 


as may do their part to Finiſh what 
He has Degun, fo the Advantage 


, of the Monarchy,; over which Almigh, 


ty God hath placed Him. Now, | if 
the Marte the Dion would 
not bear the moſt exact Scrutiny, and 
Recommend it ſelf to the Conſcien- 
ces and Underſtanding of all His Sub- 
jects: Can any Man rationally think, 
that this was - a probable way for 
His Majeſty to Effe& the End He 
propoſed therein ? But ſince you put 
me upon Poſlibilities, I think it may 
poſlibly be, and very probably alſo, 
as I Gather from your Reaſonings, 
that you do what lyes in you, 
to Conceal from your People, the 
Matter of the Declaration, leaſt your 
People would Approve it, and Con- 
ſent to Promote it. *R3 

But though you. are thus Induſtri- 
ous to Conceal the Declaration, Why 
do you not tell us what your Pzin« 
ciples are, for in this, you are as 
Dark as 1n all the reſt? I muſt pro+ 
feſs, if I had no other means of know- 
ing what the Declaration - contains, 
nor what your Principles are, than 
by what you have ſaid in your Difſ- 
courſe concerning them, you deal ſo 
much in Generals, that I ſhould n 
ver be Able to Underſtand either ® 
them, nor wherein the One is/agai 
the Other. 

But now let us come to.the main 
Point, for in compariſon of that, 
All the Reſt is of little value. 

You ſay, For you to Conſent to Teach 
your People ſuch DottrincFas you think con: 
trary to the Laws of God, or the Laws of 
the Land, does not leſſen, but aggravate 
the Fault. | 

You have, in your Letter, made 
mention of an old Maxim, The King 
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can do no Wong, And therefore if any 
Wrong be done, the Crime, and Gmilt is 
the Miniſters, who does it : Nor is any 
Miniſter, who does an Illegal Attion, al- 
lowed to pretend the Kings Commiſſion, 
and Authority for it. 

You cannot Forget who They were 
that before yon Inliſted npon this fort 
of Argument, nor how ſeverely you 
of all Men have in ycur Pulpits and 
Prints, handled them for it ; But now 
you think it may ſerve your Turn, 
you Revive it again. 

Since? therefore you make it no ſcru- 
ple of Cexſcierice in this Caſe, to Ap- 
prove ſuch Things now, as you Con- 
demmed heretofore; Why ſhould you 
not do it in ſome other Caſes alfo ? 

The Diſſenters, as oft as they were 
Summoned into your Coxrts, or elſe- 
where, for their Nonconformity to your 
Modes of Worſhip, or for Aſſemblin 
to Worſhip in other manner, Pleade 
fimply, They could notDo the One,ncr 
Forbear the Other ; becauſe-in doing 
the firſt, or forbearing the laſt, They 
ſhould Sin againſt their Conſcience, and 
Tranſgreſs the Law of their Lord ; 
hatever your Laws, or the Laws 
the Land commanded, or prohibi- 
ted : This Plea was nſually Termed 
a mecr pretence, and their Aſſemblies 
Cenſured by their Secular Judges, as 
Riots, Routs, Seditions or Unlawful A/- 
ſembiies; and:'by your Jndges they 
were Condemned, as Obſtinate and 
Contumacious; and upon theſe Scores 
they ſuffered the Penalties inflicted : 
Now, though you did Publiſh, and 
cauſe to be Executed, ſuch Sentences 
heretofore againſt the Diſſenters, who 
' made uſe of this Plea, as a Pure mat- 


rer of Conſcſence.wſth reſpett to God's 


Law zthis may be nv Bar, as appears 
by your former inſtance, but that yon 
may take up the ſame fimple Honeſt 
Plea ar this time, if you are, as they 
were, ſincere therein, an1 make it 
for your ſelves now, as they didrhen ; 
And by this way you may, withonr 
Intangling your ſelves by determining 
poſitively Doubcful Points of - Law 
(which 1s not your Province) come to 
a fair Iſſue in that, which is the pro- 
per Charge of your Funftion as Mi- 
niſters; for the Diſſencers agree with 
you in this Principle, that Foz anp 
Wan to Conſent to T each othevs ſtich 
Docrines as he thinks contrary to the 
Laws of God, is a g:eat Fanlt; Lec 
the Matter of the Dec/artion therefore 
be fairly Diſcuſſed between you and 
us, with that Madeſty, which becomes 
SubjeFts : my Diſſenters d:ffer' from 
you-in their Thoughts in this point ; 
They think The King's Declaration 
is not contrary to the law of God; any 
that therefoze it may lawfully be Bead; 
If any of them qneſtion any part of 
it, It is that wherein the King promi- 
ſes to Preteft and * Maintain the Arch- 
Biſhops, and Biſhops, as Lord Biſhops, 
of which they find no Footſteps inthe 
Holy Scriptures , bat if they wiil con- 
ſider, that the Dignity of Barons is 
only an Addition to that of a Biſhop, 
and does neither Alrer, Enlarge, of 
Abrogate the Spirirmal Office; but is 
an Honour conferr'> upon them by 
the Civit Sovereign Poner - There 
is no Reafon for any Diſſenter, or any 
other of the King's Subjefts, to make 
this a ſcruple of Conſcience, in regard 
it proceeds from a Civil Conftitution, 

| and 
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and -is 2 Law of Mans Creation; to 
which, among others of like nature, 
every Chriſtian is to ſubmit for the 
Lord's ſake : And that you and | may as 
well Agree in our Thonghts about the 
Subject in hand ,as in the Principle I have 
mention'd : Its neceflary that we con- 
fider, what it is that His Majeſty has 
Declared;l ſhall repeat thatPoint,upon 
which many others Depend, as. a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence, as that to which 
I think you take the greateſt Excep- 
tion: The KING declares, that Jt 
hath been His conſtant Senſe and Dpi- 
nion, thar Conſcience onght not to be 
conftrained; no2 People Fozced in Bat- 
ters of meer Religion. 

Now its incumbent on you to ſhew 
wherein you think this Point is contra- 
ry to the Laws of GOD, and that you 
do it, is but a reaſonable Requeſt, for 
elſe you perform. not your Function to 
your people, but will lye under the 
ſaſpition of Teaching foz Tocrines, 
the Conamands of Ven, which you 
know our Lord ſharply Reproves in 
thoſe that exerciſe the FunCftion of 
Teachers. 

Till you bave done this, and made 
it plain, you have no Reaſon. to Carp 
at any Thing that is naturally ſalſe- 
quent, as the ſaſpending ſach Peral- 
ties, by which many of His. Subjects 
are. co-erced to Worſhip contrary to 
their Cenſcicnces, .or pardoning Offen- 
ces againſt ſuch Laws, Fo2 this is a 
natural Exerciſe of His P:erogative, 
as. Cod's Ulicegerent in Ads of Gad: 
neſs and Clemeney ; It can be no Ot- 
fence to GOD. that the Execution of 
ſuch Laws be neglefted by the Kings 
Miniſters, or Suſpended by Himſelf, 
till they can be Repealed by Parlia- 


ment,” which ought rever to have been 
made, and could never be obeyed, 
without Lhe ray, the Law © 

GOD: The King's lawful, proper, 
and neceſſary Prerogative, 1s to pro- 
vide for all. Exigents, wherein there is 
no proviion made by a particular 
Law, and to ſuſpend ſuch particular 
Statutes, as were from the A ws 
or in procels of time, prove uſeteſs, 
or burthenſoin to a multitude of His 


- SubjeAs, and Wherein no particular 


Subjec ig injured, as to any Right, 
v2 Ptiviledge, which he can claim by 
Law : ſo that till you have performed 
your Task, and ſhewed that this Doc- 
trine, which the Declaration Teach- 
eth, is againſt the Law of God, and 
what Branch of the Divine Law it is 
againſt, that the Penalties whereby 
Men are compelled to Worſhip con» 
trary to their Conſciences, ſhou!d be 
ſuſpended : No more need to be ſaid to 
this, taking it ſingly, as it isa Matter 
of pure Coxſcience, ſuppoſed by you to 
be an Offence againſt the Law of 
Gcd. ' 
Burt I conſider how you ſtate it with 
a double AſpeCt, having an Eye bath 
to the Laws of God, and to the Laws 
of the Land, and that not conjun&tive- 
ly, but disjunCtively: Jr 5 an Aggra- 
vated Fault with'you to Conſent to Teach 
Jozr People ſuch Dottrines as you think, 
coxtrary to the Laws of God, or the. Laws 
cf the Land, that ſo you may have a 
double ſtring to your Bow : If you can- 
not prove the Doctrine of the Kings - 
Dcc/aration to be contrary to the Laws 
of Gcd, yet you cannot 'conſent to 
Teach it- your People, becauſe you 
think it is, contrary to the Laws of the 
Land; neverthcleſs taking your Rea- 
ſoning® 
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ſoning to be conſfiſfent with it ſelf, has 
ving before ſhewed - did not Ap- 
prove of the Matter 0 the Declaration, 
] cannot ſuppoſe you made mention of 
the Laws of God ſuperfluouſly, or 
vainly, and therefore it remains as a 
Charge upon you to. declare plainly, 
Whether you think it contrary to the 
Laws of God, or not : And having Re- 
peated this, that you may take the 
more Notice of it, le paſs to the next 
Branch, and that'is for you to fhew, 
wherein it is contrary to tht Law of 
the Land ; the Reaſons for this ſhall 
give you in my Remarks vpon your 
next Paragraph. 


Eleventhly, Say you, 7 is to Teach 
an unlimited, and univerſal Toleration, 
which the Parlianent in 1672. declhred 
Illegal, and 1 bich has been Condemned by 
the Chriſtian Church in all Ages. 

It is to Teach my People, that they need 
never come to Church more, but have my 
Free Leave, as they have the Kings, to 

0 #0 a Conventicle, or to Maſs. | 

It js to Teach the Diſpenſing Power 
which Alters what has been formerly 
thought the whole Conſtituticn of this 
Church, and Kingdom, which we dare not 
Do, till we have the Authority of Par- 
liament for it. . 

Let us conſider what part of the 
King's Deelaration may be ſuppoſed by 
you to do the Things here Alledged, 
and whether, what you are required 
to do, be as to the Matter of it, af any 
other Nature, than what has hereto- 
fore been Approved by Authority of 
Parliament. 

His Majeſty, after the ſuſpention of 
all Penal Laws 1n matters Eccleſiaſtical, 
- for not coming to Church, or not Re- 


ceivifig the 'Sarrament, or' for"afry 'o- 


ther Nonconformity to the Religion 
Eſtabliſhed, or fox, or by reaſon of 
the Exerciſe of Religion in any manner 
whatſoever, is pleaſed to Declareup- 
on what Terms, and in what Manner 
All His Loving Subjets have Free 
leave to Peet, and Scrve God aftev 
their own' Way, and Yanner. 

Now { muſt pray y«u to {nterpret 
what you mean by an Unlimied, and 
Univerſal 7elerati92, for you are ſtill 
m Generals, Is it ſuch an Unlimited, 
and-Univerſal 7 oleration, as gives all 
Men Liberty to Meet in ſuch manner, 
and to'do, and fay as they pleaſe: 
There ſeems to me many Reſtriftions 
in the- Declaration, the Me:ting muſt 
be Fo: the Exerciſe of Religion, 'and 
not Irreligton, and though All may 
Meet, and Serve in their Own Way, 
uw is to Serve God, and not an 
Idol. - | 

' For my part, if I had no Fear of 
God before me, yet I ſhould very much 
fear ſevere Corporal puniſhment from 
the Hands of the Civil! Power, if I ſhould 
Meet, and openly preach Blaſphemy, 
Idolatry, or any other Dc@trine of 
immortality, againſt the Light, and 
Law of Nature given to, and inſcribed 
on the Heart of every Man ; For tho? 
the King is pleaſed to ſay, ' ſhall not 
be compelled to perfoyn any Act of 


Woztip contrary to my Conſcience, 


I am nevertheleſs Accomprable for all 
Things that I openly and voluntarily, 
without any compulſion do, or ſay, 
which fall under the Cognizance of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, as all things do, 


which are againſt the Reaſon'ot Man- 


kind, and common Light'and Law of 
Nature; and tho' there ſhould be no 
Statute 
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*$tatute Law: if» the Gaſe, TheCom- . were withoyt.the-Church, or that the 
{man Law ofthe Land is-g2oundedup- Church lin all Ages did by Temporal 
-on- the Law of Nature, and \no, way -Penalties.conſtrain men to come into 
ſuſpended by the King's Declaration, the Church, or when/they were there, 
and by this, open Scandals againſt the to Wozſhip contrary to their Conſe - 
Light of Nature are Puniſhable by the ences,or to Abide .there,; when they 
. Civil: Judges. | bad no Heart tq do fo, but would, For- 
But ycu ſay, a aurlimited, and wniver: fake their-Faith,: their, Profeſſion: or 
ſall: Toleration the Parliament in 1692 their-Chriſtian Doqrine,and Conver- 
declared Illegall;, It may be ſo, but I ſation; and: alſo their Agemblys : I 
doe not know it; I have ſeen no Copy think you are-very much miſtaken in 
of any Law, 'or Ordinance of Parlia- the Chriſtian DoCtrine and Prattiſe of 
ment applicable:trothe-point inhznd : - the Chyrches in the;primitive Ages : 
I you-Interd to»prove the Kings pre- /:Surely | may;fay in this, as in theReft, 

; ſent Declaration, was declared to be »$hgw me an Apoſtolical Authozity for 
Illegall by. the Parliament in 1672, you ſurhg Practiſe; And I have fo much 
muſt mend your Common Fault of , the more-Reaſon to inſiſt upon this, 
Dealing in General, For it. 1s ail one, - Becauſe Chriſts Diſciples in the primi- 
and no more a'Proof otrany thing be- tive Age; were All: Uglunters, Suita- 
ing Declared Wegal in a Parliament; to ble to the Defrine which Our Lord , 
Quote onely the year,without repeat- and h's Apoſtles Taught, Repentance 
ing the Words of the Law, and apply- from Dead Works, aud Faith in the 
ing the matter of the Declarat1-z to it, Son of God, which.are Convictions, 
then if you had ſaid it of your Own , and Qperationsupanths Mind of Man, 
Head; or mention'd for a proof of your - and necefary; Qualzfications to: the 
Aſſertion, a Vote of the Houſe of Com:- - being of a True Chriftian;and the pro- 
mons, Which was Publiſhed' by Order feſlion ofthem co the being of a- Viſible 
of their Speaker, Jar: 19. 1689, Where- Chriſtian, and the Dottrine of Self-Ne- 
in it was xeſolved to be the D;7inion/of ';.714/ ro his Tontinuance in his Profeſ- 

' thar Houſe, That'the Pwſecution-of /' fion ;, The Do&rine is plain,UWhoſqgever 


- Wioteſtant Dillenters upon the:-Penal > Wilt, les | hint take: of-the Uater; of. 


Laws, waz at that time Gzievous-to - life Freely; You will not. Come to! me 
the Subject, a Weakening of the-P20-- rhat :you- may have life; and when 
teſtant Jnitereſt, an Encouragement:to - many,of ghoſe, who tor ſome time pro- 
Popery, and: Dangerous to-the Peace feffed to be our Lords Diſciples went 
.of rhe Kingdom. +, 0/7 { 14 1, batk,and. Walked no mow with him, 
i: Your,next Allextion ByT pltran wn-wdT has. which. was the Ground of the O- 
oliumnten and \nniverfal L alexatiov [has hen. \ thexs\perſeverance.wns,, thag with {ym 
Condemned by the: Chriffian Churches ) in, were-the,words of ;Eternal Life,.:and 


- 


:: AlAges;, If -you-mean by this; that that they Believed, and knew that, HE 


the Chriſtian {hurches in Al Ages 6id,,,,was'the/Chriſt, the;Son of theLyving 


; Afſunetothemiglvesa Powerof;Judg-. .Ged, and. that therefore there; was 


ing, and Juriſuiction over aywegthat; nave Eto whom they:could Go; 
[4 6 The 


The Apoſtle Foretels us, That in the 
Latter Times, ſome would Depart 
from the Faith, Giving heed to ſedu- 
cing Spirits, and DoCtrines of Devils ; 
That there would be Mcckers Walk- 
ing after \the;r own Ungodly Luſls ; 
that ſuch They were, who being ſen- 
ſual, and having not the Spirit, ſepera- 
ted themſelves, and the Apoſtle John 
Tfays Expreſsly, that in his day there 
were Wany Antichifts,who went out 
from us (that is from the Apoſtles, and 
Churches) but they were not of us ; 
For if they had been of us, they would 
have Remained with us, But They 
went out, that it might be mabe Pa: 
nifelt, they were not Allof us: And 
this the Apoſtle makes as the Charac- 
teriſtical Note, by which he Knew it 
was the Laſt time. | 

Now as I cannot find the Leaſt Men- 
tion in any One word, Doctrine, or 
Precept, that any perſons were, or 
ſhould be Compelled, by Tutward 
Fotce to come or continue in the 
Chriſtian Church in the Firt Ape, 
ſo neither can it be agreeable to the 
Mind of Our Lord, that any perſ ns 
ſhould be Compelle4 by Tcmporal 
Penalties ſ>to do azainſt their Minds 
in After Apes, Unleſs you can ſhew 1s, 
that the Doctrine of Chrif, and his 
Apoſtles are not the ſame in After 
Apes, that they were when they were 
Erſt delivercd. 

Say you, Jt is to Teach my People that 


they necd never come to Church more, | but” 


bave my Free Leave, as they have the 
King's, to go t0 a Convemicle, or to 
PE 3: 

Does any thing of this kind Flow 
naturally from the King's Declaration ? 
Does that Engage or Incline you, or 
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any Man elſe to teach any Doctrine 
contrary to his own Sentiment? 4 
take It rather to be an Encourage- 
ment to do, and ſay ſincerely what 
they apprehend, and believe to be the 
Will of Gad, reiating to the Worſhip 
o: himſelf, ard that your Leave 1s 
neither Asked, nor Granted in my go- 
ing from your Church, further than 
this, That if I be Excommunicate by 
you for it, you cannot thereupon, by 
your Certificate, obtain as formerly, 
the Writ De Ercommunicato Capien- 
do, to make me a perperual Priſnner, 
whilſt the King is pleaſed to Suſpend 
the Execution of that Penalty. 

The Declaration does not Teach any 
of your Hearers, that they need not 
come to Church, and Worſhip God 
any more there in that Way and Man- 
ner, it in their Own Conſc ences they 
are Convinced they ought ſo to do ; 
Ir-does not Forbid your Teaching or 
Reading to your People any Dot#ries, 
or Homi:ies Approved of by the Church 
of England, QucenE/;zaberb's InjunCti- 
ons, (which ſhe Enjoyned to be Read 
in your Charches Four Times ina 
Year,) or any thing Eliſe by which they 
may be Inſtruted in the knowledge, or 
diſcharge of their Duty .to God in 
your Churches. 

Yon greatly undervalue your Mini- 
ſtry and Do&trine, to ſuppoſe that 
there are no Arguments to prevail 
with your People to come to your 
Charch, bet only Temporal Scour- 
ges, For if you have the Truth of 
Gol on your ſide, as no Humane Law 
can Alter the Nature of jt, ſoyou arc 
at Liberty, notwithſtanding any thing 
in the Declaration, to Preach it to 


your People. 
The 


*% 


” The eclaration is. an. Incitement 
to.all the King's Subje&s to Wozthip 
God, arid no -enticement for any, of 
them to forſake his Worſhip, and that 
they may reſpeCtively ſerve God, (as 
the Chriſtian Religion teaches , in 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs). without 


fear * His Majeſty-, promiſes -Equal- 


Pcorection to. 2H who do worſhip God 
in ſuch Way and Manner, as each of 
them Underſtand and Believe, it is his 
Will they ſhould do ; And inthe firſt 
place. gives the Royal Countenance 
and Prote&tion to. All, of the 
Church of England in their 
wozlhiping of God in their Chur- 
ches, as by Law @Elfabliſhed ; 
So that you make a wrong Gloſs ups 
on the Declaration,. in inſinuating 
that it Teachech your Peoplezthat they 
need never to come to Church more, 
or that they have the King's. Free 
Leave, or. Yours:, contrary to their 
own Minds and Conlciences to forſake 
the Church, or to go to a Conven- 
ticle - or. to Maſs. For there is 
nothing in the Teclaration that 
requires, gives Leave o2 Coun: 
tenance to any man to fozlake that 
Religion, and wap of Wozſhip 
to which his Conſcience /obli- 
ges hin, or co Dilſzmble, and. play 
the Hypoctice ,, in forſaKing of any 
one Way, and (tn-appzarance) ta ad- 
here to another, if he do it not in ſin- 
cecrity, but agaialt his Mind and Con- 
ſcience. | 

Burt we are now come to another 
' Point, at which you ſeem 'to ſtick 
more than at al) the reſt. 

Say you, It s to Teach the Diſpen- 
ſing Power, which alters what has Gren 


formurly thought the whole ConſtWht ion 
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of this Church and Kinzdem,. which wi 
dare not do, till we have the Authori« 
ty of Parliament for it. * | 
-. Let this Matter. then, . as you fay in 


your Letter, be examined Impartial- 


ly, and take in here- alfo that Que- 
ſtion I touched upon before ; Whe- 
ther the Matter of :the King's Decla- 
ration -herein be contrary to the Laws 
of the Land ? Whole Treatiſes have 
been Written upon this Suhjet; with 
great Evidence to Manifeſt the Kfngs 
Right of Jndulgence in Spirt- 

Watters, which you may do 
wel} (in Order to your Satisfation ) 
at.your Leiſure ro Peruſe : I ſhall here 
Inſtance only- in ſome few Caſes, 
wherein the Kings of England, | have 
for ſeveral Apes paſt Exerciſed ſuch 
a Diſpenſing Power ; and in their 
Grants Tolerated a Diſſent from the 
Relizion and Ceremonies by Law E- 
ſftabliſhed, which have been, either not 
Queſtion'd at al} in Parliament, or 
there admitted to be. legally done : 
Queen El:zabeth in her Reign, gran- 
ted many Diſpenſations of this kind; 
and 2s is credibly Reported, to ſome 
Lay-men to Preach publickly,. Seve- 
ral Grams-have heen made before, and 
inthe Reigns cfthe three Jaſt Kings, 
beth to Foreigners here, and to their 
ouN Subjefts abroad, for the Exercife 
oi Re: ligion in their own Way z with 
a No2 Obſtance to the St?tute in Force, 
for Uniiormity. in Religion. The 
ACt for Uniformiry in the 14th Year 
of King Charles the Second, takes no- 
tice of thoſe Grants to Foreigners , 
and Provides, that 


that act, ſhall not extend to ſuch 


Churches as have been allowed, o2 - 


ſhall be alloved by the King, Þfs 
Heirs oz Succeſſozs, C The 


the Penalties of 


« 
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The ACt for Suppreſſion of Seditious 
Convenricles, ihough ir do not in ex- 
preſs Words grant. a Licenſe for any 
Number of Perſons, not excecding 
four befides the Family, to meet under 
Pretcnce of Exerciſing Religious Wor- 
ſhip, otherwiſe than according to the 
Eyturgy and Practice of the Church 
of England. yet it doth not make it 
Pcnal for any fo to do, except they ex- 
ceed that Number : And the common 
Interpretation givon of it, by your 
felves and others, 2nd Enconragement 
taken thence bas been, Thar it was 

*ant2mount to ſuch a Licence ; and 
this. Lthink? fully rezches that, which 
you call the Batter of the Xeclaxya- 
tion tha: you car.not. approve of : For 
if you admit, as you have done in all 
the Argumeats I have ſeen upon this 
Point, thar it was Allowed, that four 
Diſlenters b:fides the Family might 
meet, and Worſhip in other manner 
than is by Law Eltzbliſhed, without 
Incurring 2ny Temporal Penalties 
thereby, the Paucity o2 Gteatneſs 
ef the Pumber, cannot alter-the 
Religious Nature of the Watter ; 
What's lawful for Four, is lawful for 
Four Thouſand, with reſpeC&t to the 
Matterof Worlhip; The reſtraining 
the Number, is only the Policy and 
Prudznce of the Civil State, which may 
be Limited or Enlarged at Pleaſure : 
And by this Ac, It is pzovided, That 
Nothing therein Contained ſhall 
Extend to Jnvalidate, oz Avoid 
His Wajelfies Supreniacp in Ec- 
cleſioFical affairs, but that His 
Maickp, hits b6eirs and Succeſſozs, 
man fron Time to Time, and at 
all times hereafter, Ercetciſe and 
Enjop all Powers and authozities 
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one th ce, any thing in this 
act Notwithſtanding : And 1 
think ,- the Exerciſe of the King's 
Power, is as naturally, applicable to 
his Difpenſing wich the. Limitation of 
Numbers in this Cafe, 2s to any; other 
Clavſe in that AQ'; which wichout 
this Eſpecial P:oviſion » might have 
been Conttrued, - 47 Abridgment of the 
K ings Supremacy. 

To make good this, That the King's 
Diſpenfing Power in His Declaration, 
alters what has been formerly thought 
the whole Conſtitution of this Church : 
kc: is Incumbent on you, to ſhew where- 
in it does ſo, more thin has been done 
inany Caſe of the like Nature here- 
tofore, by any former Royal Diſpen- 
ſations, Grants, or Authority in. Par- 
liament. | 

And tell me ingeniouſly, if without 
any Offence againſt the Holy Scrip- 
tures, - the King may not, if He 
ſo pleaſe, Graht a Diſpenfation 
to His Dwn Subjects, as well as to 
Strangers and their Tff ſpring, 
(even aſter they are become Denizens, 
and underſtind Our Language). to. 
Wozihip God after their own Wan 
and 2anner ? And whether amorg 
all the Juriſditions Annexed to the 
Crawn, which heretofore have been, 
or may lawfully be uſed for the Refor- 
formation or Order of the Ecclcſiaſti® 
cal State, there bz no manner of Tt: 
ſpenſing Power Contained ? 

12. Say you, No Men in England will 
be pleaſed with Our Reading the Decla- 
ration, but thoſe who hope to make great 
LHdvuggtage againſt us, and againſt Our 
Church and Relizion. "=" "nw 
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- ..Fhis is 2 bate Suppoſicion, arifiys 


meerly from your own Diſturbed Ima- 

ination,. which is throvgth' Prejndice 
5 Darkned.,. that yon cannot diſcern 
between your Friends 3nd your Bhe- 
mies':Þ' can rett you of- many; who 
neither Hope, nor ſeek: to make 


any Advantage againſt you, your 


Church or Retigion,-rhat are' difplea- 
fed at your refuling to Read, becauſe 
you thereby give 2n Acvantageto ſich 
as may be your - Adverfaries , which 
they could never have gained by ycur 
Complizncewiththe King's Order. 
Yon afrerwards foggelt, Thar' the 
Diſ:nters, who are Wile and Conſi- 
dering, are-ſenfible of the Snare them- 
ſelves', and- though they deſire Faſe 
and Liberty, they'are not willing to 
have it with ſuch Apparent Hazzar 
of Church and State. | 
- Bur if there be any DiſRnters who 
deſerve the Rpithices yon give them, 
you have by. your Severities kept them! 
at ſuch an uncharircsble Diffance from 
you, that you are unacquainted” with 
thei: Temper ; and thence itis, that as 
onthe one Hand'/youMitrepreſent them, 


" that FJournay xehder them Equally Ob- 
roxions tothe Government with'your 
ſe]Ives, as giving Countenance to your 


Diſobedience : So on the other Fang; 
you ſuſpe&; them without C:uſe, to 
be ſeeking 'an Advantage againſt you) 


your Church and Religion : Yoti'car- ' 


not bit know; that'the Generality of 


Diſſefters (who bave: rendred their 
ſolemn:Thanks 'to' the King for' His 
Indulgence; and rhe Effabliſhment” 
propoſed in His Declaration, - afe * 
tor: the Reading of it, Thar alt che 

King's Subj:Uts : may utiderſtand,” and 


in their places, purſue the Contents 


ef it ro'Efe&t ; Therefore, upLn what 
Grounds you fuggeſt, ( as jf you 
ſpoke their Language ) that they are 
not. willing to have their Literty in the 
Way which the King propoles, I can- 
not Imagine. Apart 
You Term it wich ſich Appatent 
Hazard of Church any State ; They 
Apprehend 2nd Expreſs jc, with AP- 
|] Advantages of Church and 
,.and that Which has a:direct 
Tendency :0 ſettle Both on ſuch - a 
Ufghteoug Foundation, as may 
reſerve them In a tife and proſpc- 
ous rate to Perpetuithi. f 
But, is not this ro fl itter ſuch among 
the Difſenters; as you can Intice to 
hearken to your Infinuations » that 
they may be thought Wiſe and Con- 
ſidering ? For you' tcl! them, When 
there is an Opportunity of ſh:cwing your 
Hiclinations without Danger, they may 
find you are not ſuch Pirſecutors as you 
aye Repreſented : But while you ſpeak 
of their being ſenſible of a Snare, are 
not you Jaying a Snare for them? How 
Jong may they wait for ſuch a Seaſon, 
wherein you may ih your own Appre>., 
ltenſion wichour Danger, Manifelt any 
Inclicnzions* of |" Kindneſs towards. 
them ? Immedttely after the Houſe 
of Commons Declared, That the Pro- 
ſecurion of Diſſenters, was a_weak- 
ning of the Proteſtant Inteceſt, you 
Promoted it with greater Vehetnence. 
rh Feng If the King ar any 
tie difptnſe with Peril Laws, you 
Cry out, The, Diſpcnſation 1s Thegal : 
Ay oft as k— Bill of Comptchenſion 
has been brotight Tato Parliameat {to 
code any \THitt? 6f your Cobfticuticn; 
ſ9'as roentarge -it beyond ics preſerit. 
Streightnels, it hath met with Oppo- 
C 2 11:00 
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fition from yorr Ordinaries : So that 
the Dulleſt Diſſenters in England, have 
been ſenſibly tavght by you, That 
there has been no. Opportugity,where- 
im you could without Danger, ſhew 
Them any kindneſs for Twenty Eight 
Years paſt ; and if any Diflenters 
ſhould be ſo :Catch'd in the Snare of 
your Inſinvations, that at ſome time or 
other hzreafcer, there may happen an 
Opportunity, wherein you may be 
kind toward thcm , as to let. go 


the preſent Seaſon, wherein His 
Mijeſty Propoſes, a Legal and Per- 
petual Eftabltſhnient both of pour 


Thurch-State and their Freedom 
from Tempozal Þenalties fo2 
Nonconfozmitp to it; 1 ſhall nor 
take ſuch Diſſeaters-ro be in this Caſe, 
either Wiſe or Conſiderate. 

13. Say you, Reading the Declaration, 
= ts Recommend to Our People, the choice 
of ſuch Perſons to Sit in Parliament, as 
Perk rake away the Te ſt and Pen«sl Laws, 
which moſt of the Nubilaty and Gentry 
ef the Nation have declared their Fudg- 
next againſt. 

Onr Reading will Diſcour age, Provoke 
& AMiſomide, all the Friends the Church 
of England has ;, Have we not Reaſan to 
Expett, That the Nobility and Gentry, 
who have already Suffer'd inthis Canſe , 
when they hear themſelves Condemned for 
«, #n all the Churches of England, Wilt 


think it time to mend ſuch a Fault, and, 


Reeoncile themſelves to. their Prince ; 
- and if our Church fall this Way, # there 
any Reaſon to expel} that it ould Ever 
Riſe again ? | 
Theſe Conſequences are almoſt as Evi- 
defit, as Demonſtrations ; and let it be 


what it will im it ſelf,, which I foreſee, . 


wilt Deftroy the Church of England, and 


the Proteſtant Religion and Intre#t;, 7 
think, ] ought to make as much Conſtience 
of Doing tt, as of Doing the mo#t Imme- 
rel Adtion in Nature. | 

If We muſt compare Conſ. quences, To 
Diſ-oblige aft the Nobility and Gentyy, by 
Reading the Declaration, | # likely to he 
much more Fatal then to Anger the Diſ- 
ſenters. ? 

By Your Miſtaking, and Miſrepre- 
ſenting the Sentiments of the Diſſen- 
ters; You have given me Cauſe to Su- 
ſpe&, You may be Miſtaken in ſome 
things whichryou have Aſlerted cons» 
cerningthe Nobility and Gentry ; par- 
ticularly in that you make no diſtinQi- 
on, between the Kepeal of the Þe: 
nal Laws, and tharc of the Teſt ; 
which diverſe of the Nohility and 
Gentry in their ordinary Diſcourſes. 
on this Subject have Done; and this 
ſeems to me the more Remarkable, be-- 
cauſe you make it Equally as Neceſſi- 
ry for the preſerving your; Conſticuti- 
ons,to keep the Penal Laws on Foot, 
as the Teſt. | | 

Secondly, You lay, in my Opinion, 
too great a Streſs upon-your Reading z 
Do you ſuppoſe, Nene of your Friends 
to have any better- Diſcerning, then 
to be Miſguided in- their Fudgments by 


the bare Reading the Declaration Z 


No niore Reſolution then to be Diſ- 
couraged by it ? No more Charity, 
then to be Proyoked to be your Ene- 
mies by ir'? 4 EIT 
I cannot fee any Reaſon you have to 
Expect, that your Reading the Decla«+ 
ration, ſhould lay any of the Nohllity 
or Gentry under any Conviftion-of a 
Fault, -or that they would reckon. 
themſelves Conderaned ( if it had been 
or ſhould be rgad in allthe gf 
, pe tb». 
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England). for thing which they 
have Done'or Suftzrd in that. you call 
this Cauſe. abr Ee 
Hi: Mjeſty has beef pleaſed ro De- 
clare the Reaſon of the Changes He has 
made in- Civil and Military Officers 
not thinking anp ought tobe E- 
ploped tn His Service, who will 
not Contribute towards the Eſta- 
bliſhing the Peace and Gzeatnelſg 
of their Countrey: {fa Queſtion 
be put to any Noble Man, or Gentle- 
man; Whether he wil} give his Con- 
ſent to Repeal © the 'Penal Laws and 
Feſts'2 Where ſuch a Qneſfion-/meets 
an Inward Setlcd Principle, that ng 
nan ought to be Tebarr'd of his 
Civil Kights v2 Privilidae, fox 
the fake-of his Keligtious Dune: 
ons, zid that, noman 91 gue "be 
Conipelfſed by Tenipozal' Penal- 
tics to perfozm an act of m—_ 
ous' Wozthip againlf his Conlct: 
ence, Snch a Perion is always prepa- 
red r6xpive 2 Ready Anſwer; Pcs fit 
chit if ſuch Laws,” -as'tend 'ro do ci- 
ther! of theſe, ſhobld be' Repcalcd; he- 
cavſe they Tend ro Alter ſuch Funda- 
niental+ Partns'as ſhould; ever be 
preſervedJndiolable, the On: in re- 
ference ts Cibil Rights theother in; 
reference tothe Ch! ſtan Religi- 
on : But where the Queſtion meets 
not with any ſuch Setled Principle; but 
either the Contrary Opinion, cor that 
preſent Policies of State may Govern 
it deciding it : In this latter, Caſe, Ho-' 
nour and Priidence' both, may be plea- / 
ded' ag2inſt a Pre-engagement, until. 
they Arrive to a SitisfaCftion therein, 
by Debates on this Subject in Parlta- ' 
ment+--- Who fees not, that there's a: 
vaſt difference between, a Previous 


4 


Obligation toa 


| fitive Vate. in Par” 
fiamect, and .your Refuſal to. per- 
form Such a Miniſterial AQ, in Obe- 
dience to the King's Order, which you 
have never Scrupled to do in Obedi- 
ence toany Order of your Ordinary, 
or. his. Officials, without any. regard 
had to the matter publiſhed, _.. 
But 1 perceive, You are now upon. 
your Policticks, and you would there- 
fore have it, That theſe Noblemen 


-andGentlemen, are alceady Engag*d in 


the ſame Caule with your Selves, or. 
if they b2 not, you. Co your Beft that 
they may be fo, 2nd nor be Reconct- 
led to thefr Prince; For then you. 
Suppoſe your Church wouJd Fall, and 
not only So; bur that if it Fall this- 
Way, Yothave'no Regfonrtg, Expect. 
It ſhould Ever-Riſe #5: n. Aad theſe, 
Conſequences you 'y:ould have to pals. 
forDemonſtrations, & from your. Fore-- 
ſight of the Event, make as much Con- 
ſcience of Reading the Declaration, as« 
of Qeſtroying the Proteſtant Religion. 
and Intereſt, together with the ,Church: 
of En;14nd ; 1 wiltnot give.my. Self the- 
Liberty for your Churches Sake, to Dis 
late upon the Surmifes z I take them: 
to be the_Eff=Ct only of a Sudden Ver- 
tigo, raifed' by an Imagination, that. 
You are-vyon the Topof a Precipice a 
imminent ' Danger of a 'DeſtruQtive. 
Fall; When in Truth, though you are- 
in the ASCENT above qny of. your: 
Fellow Subjcts 3 yet .yan Pave there 
a broad Space.t6 Walk upon as long: 
2500 peate Snd = fafe Defeent:jne 
to "the Plain, to others of Your Com-- 
panions when;yan pleaſe, and are in.no: 
Danger at all of Falling Down, from: 
any at her Cauſe, bit the Swimming; 
Concept of your Own'Head: j 
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If it were not ſo, You would neves 

have taken the Merhod you have done, 
to draw your Concluſion from ſuch 
Compariſon of Conſequences, as you 
have made , eo Diſoblige «ll the Nobil:- 
ty and Cenry, is likely to be much 
more Fatal, then to Anger the Differ 
rers, Would you have it Conceited, 
That you have Engaged the Nobility 
and Gentry by a Poſitive Promiſe, vpon 
no Terms to part with the Penal Laws, 
or give the Diſſenters any Eaſe, uillyou 
Signtheto them, by Reading the De- 
claration, That it is an Opportunity, 
whereinthey may Do. it without any 
Danger ? 
Have you no Cauſe, as you are a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, to relent at 
the Hard, Meaſure, which,-You, and 
Others by yous Inſtigation have Me-, 
ted out to the Dillenters of afl Sorts ? 
Suppoſe, All the Nobility-and Gentry 
were againſt the Repealing of Penal 
Laws, Yet | ſhould think, If you ſet 
your Thoughts upon the proper Dil- 
charge of your FunCtion, , that Equal 
Juſtice and Clemency., would Govern 
your Determinations more then all 
Worldly Policy. ; 

But you are for putting, a- Queſtion 


Ironically, and. Anſwering,it plainty- 
and poſitively : Cannot the, King keep - 


his Promiſe to the Church of Englavd, if 


the Teſt and Penal Laws be Repeald?. 


Your Anſwer is, We cannot ſay, but 


:his may be ;, And yet hy Natjon dats . 
"wo Hh fhery ir; and if the Quezon | 


were put tows, We think We ought in 
Conſcience to deny them Our Selves, and 
we Commend choſ:G reat Men that deny it, 

This. looks as if your: Paſſions were 
ina high Ferment, and.yet there is ſome 
appearance of an Artifice init: It 
Sounds with; what follows, as if you 
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Vogue of the Nation, is under your 


m3nagement and direction, either to 
haye or not to have a Parliament, to 
Repeal or not Repezl the Teſt and,Pe- 
nal L2 ws, 28 you pleaſe, +— For lay 
yau, Are there not as bigh Probabilities, 
that cur reading the Declaration wiff 
Promote the Repea! of the Teſt and Penal 
Laws, as that ſuch 4. Repeal will Ruine 
cur Conſtitution and brang in Popery ? 

Herein you ſhew your ſclves, to be 

reatcr Artiſts at the Doctrine of Pro- 
babilirics then any College of Jeſuits» 
whilſt you: perſiſt in your Diſobedi- 
ence to.the Kings Order, and willnot 
read it ; The Nation, dees not think fit 
ra try 3 But if zou Returgto your Obe- 
diene and, Read you-ſhall thereby in« 
dace.themito Tiry, and Rromoterhe Re- 
_— Let we for: once. after. your Ex« 
ample ( the I come-Ona,T houſand de- 
grecs ſhort of your skill intheDodtrine): 
ConjeCure at, a few pravable Points. ; 

Firſt, lt ſeems to me that you are; 
c2nvinced in. your |; Conſcience. that, 
there is ow mn lagate, CET and. 
Declaration;, as. will. command, 

; Aſlent ins.2 the antyvs of then: 
thak 8x add conſidey it; whence. 
it, nay, be, That you thinkin,your Conwy 
{cience iT is not lafe for your Intereſt £0 
Read Ihe i ol | en ne: 

Secondly, If you were not under 
ſome ſuch-Copviction,it's.ngobable you ; 
would .,make, as. little,,Cgnſtience- te 
read it, as you did- apy, of. thoſe Cenr 
ſures or Ordexs, which you cannot.os 


therwiſe juſtifie, than a5. yow- therein ; 


Obedj oxmed 2 jen in 
DEGIENCE LO YAUT; SUPETIQUTS: } 
Thirdly, It's very probable, that it 
is alſo fromhence, that in your Rea- 

| ſonings 
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onings, you run altogether upon the 
Fopi ky of Tien nr he King Pxa- 
bf. 2od opoy 4 Fol4l of the TURF and 
Rendl Exws, and ſpeak not'a Word; ci- 
ther of the King's making no do 
_of the Concurrence of H1s two Hou- 

ſes of Parltament ( when he ſhall 
think fir to cafl them)to this Declarati- 
on ofIndulgence,(which he mentions in 
the firſtParagraph of ic) or of His Ma- 
jeſty's Conjuring His Subjetts toliy aſide 
alt private Animoſitiet, as well as ground 
leſs Fealouſies, and to chooſe ſuch Mem- 
bers of Parliament, as may do their part 
ts finiſh what hehas begun, (in the cloſe 
of it) or of any of theClauſes through - 
out the whole of it, or of His Majcſty's 
Endeavours to elfablilh 'Liberty of 
Conſcience on ſuch julf and-equal 
Foundations,as will render it un- 
alterable, and ſecure fo alf People 


the free Exerciſe oftheir Religion, 


kfoz ever. : 
Now if this be plainly manifeſt, (as 
it is in itsſelf, and will appear to zvc- 
ry Man whois not ſcar*d by you from 
conſidering it) that It is notany one 


Single Clauſe. but the whole and: . 


everp- part of the Teclaration,, 
that the King ſeeks ra have Eltabliſhed 
by a Perpetual Law: and thar he 
would have this ſpzedily Effet<d. 
Why is it that you defcant ſo.much 
upon His Royal Promiſe, ( of the 
ſtedfaſtneſs whereof, we have had ſo 
general an Experience) as if that were 
all the Security intended to Perpetui- 
ty; unleſs you have ſtill a Mind to 
Monopolize the Laws to your ſelves, 


and that none. of His Subjects ſhould : 


have the Benefit of any Law, but ſuch 
as wil}- (though it be contrary to their 
Conſcience) Conform to a Title to 
your Meaſuresand Medes of Worſhip? 

Lafly, lt may be alſo probable, 
if a Parliament be ſpecdily c ii:d, as 
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His.Majeſty d She intends it-fhal 
be ar es white coFooma 
vi Ol der, ow both ta $4 LY 
tifle the King in what h& deſires, and 
ſecure the Subject in all their Proper- 
ties, Civil and Religions: For the 
Sum of all that is to be Granted, de 
Novo, Js Liberty of Conſcience, 
to wozthip God without incurring 
it, What 
things are already .ſetled by Law, 2s 


to the Relfgion of the Church of - 


zre 10 to contioue, and be confirmed 
tothem. Andif ſuch a New Law-he 
contrived to this Purpoſe, as may con- 
tinue for ever, it art paved. ſuch In- 
grEdicnts to be in ic; as may by 
the Proviſions therein made, ( which 
the Wiſdom of Parliament will rea- 
dily ſuggeſt, ) render it ſtable and 
perpetual, and it may he in particu- 
lar, ſuchas may prevent your ſugge- 
ſted Jealouſies of Preiſts and Jeſurts ;, 
and alſo, kcep you as well as them, 
within the Spheres of your proper . 
Function, that all of the Clergy who 
expect the Benefit of other Laws, ſhill 
ſubſcribe ( in their places) to main- 
tain this Law Inviolable under the 
ſevereſt Penalties. 

Hay : your Jealouſies raiſcd ſuch a 
thick Miſt before your Eyes, that no 
RoyalPromiſe,ncJetled L2ws,no com- 
mon Intereſt can diſpel it, ſozs to give 
a Diſcerning of the proper Means to 
Arrive at a ſecure Eſtabliſhment ? 

Bear with my Expeſtulations ; I air 
coming to.2 Cloſe. * 

It is not deſired you ſhonld Part with 
any Laws in Þ:ing, but ſuch only as 
are tne Canſes of an Unjuſtifiable 
Tppreſſion, 2nd conſequently of an 
Lnavoidable Contentton. , * 

If you can juſtifie the Compelling of 
2ny Main ty Temporal Purhment's | 

2 


England, TB fra Poſſeſsions, 
i 
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"'Eod tontrary to.bis 


to 
ence , 


Underenbinng 


have 


ers, have any 


Neither yon nor any.o 
; if you are 


Reaſon to fear a Tbwit; 


willing'to depart tro The Ways of comp! 
5: hay - If upofi the Contemplations thereof, 


Opzeſfion. 


Ic is nor deſired, that any Laws in” 


being, ſhoula be Removed by any 
other means, hut by Jntroducing 
- ſbch as.are Juſt, Equal, and' of much 
greater Secprity in their ft-:d : Do 
nor conceirt your ſelf ſafe ( and' that 
you can be ſecured only) under the 
Continuance of Uncqual 3nd © ppzel- 
ſive Laws ; ſuch -O 3re ag2nlt 
mane Nature. Chriſtian Gzace , 
and Known Warinis of the Law of 
the Land. 

I Conſider how you cloſe your Let- 
ter, Thar if you were never fo defi- 
rous that the 'Diſlencers might have 
theic Liberty, yet.yon cannor conſent 
they ſhould have it this Wap, which 
they will 6nd the dearclt Liberry that 
ever was Granted - 1 am afraid from 
Firſt to Laſt, leaſt 1 ſhovld miſtake 
your Mzaning 3 You have ſa1d before, 
Tou direnct Teach the Diſpenſins Pow- 
er, tiff you have ths Authority of Bay- 
lr.:ment for it ; You cannot Read the 
Declaration, becauſe ir is to Recom- 
mend to your.Pecople, the Choice of 
ſuch Perſons to Sic in Parlizment, as 
Mall take away the Teſt 2nd Penal 
Laws ; So that you ſuggeſt, as there 
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- Tend ? 


hu- 


willing there = ſhould, be ana 


2 ing; rg n by 
to D 
7 es Penal . - 
Tillenters; Where co do your De- 
i1res that they ſhould have: Libercy 
_. You cannot conſent they - 
ſhould have ic This Wap ; that-is, 
by a Tiſpenſing Power ; nor that 
Way, that is, by aRepeal. In your 
next,, I Pray fignifie whar means you . 
Propole, that are eff-ual for the Ac-1 
compliihment -of your Deſicesz. and 


you cannot find any Means in common 
Uſe kere:ofore, ſo effectuz] for m-:- 
king Way for Removal of Spiritual 
Opp:elſions. as the ſtirring up the 
Hearts of Pzinces : In che fieſt Place, 
To give. the Subjects eaſe, by Diſcqunteoancing 
and Suſpending ſfuch- Laws; as 2re the Occafion 
of their Oppreſſtion. And inthe next place, By 
the Royal Aﬀent to the Advice of their great 
Council, to Repeal fach Laws, and Eſta- 
bliſh better, and more equal in their ſtead; 
Return to your Obedience, and acknow- 
ledge it is juſt and equal. that together with 
pour own Perpetual Eſtabliſhnient - 
by Law, Diflenters of all ſorts, ſhould by the 
ſame Law be ſecured in that which is THEIR 
RIGHT by the Law of GOD and NATURE, 
in common with all Mankind; not to be Com» 
pelled toWorſhip contrary to their Conſciences, 
bat to enjoy a juft, and duly-fated Liberty to 
WorſhipGod according totheirConſciences; and 
that meaſure of Underſtanding of the Will of 
God that he has, or. ſhall pleaſe to Reveal to 
them: Ard if you can removeyour Prcjudice, 
and come to a right Mind ia theſe things, 
doubt not, but they will Incline you, not barely 
to Read the Kings Declaration in your Churches; 
but alſo to Recommend to your Auditors, 
( from the Conſideration of the: Reaſonableneſ5, 
Righteouſneſs, anaClemency of it ) the-Choice 
of (ach Members to fervein Parliament, ay 
Happily Finiſh that, which His Majeſty has 
therein Propoſed, and Mercitvlly Begun. 
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